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democracy a sham ; on the other hand, the conditions
demanded by the majority of British Indian politicians
seemed to make the entry of the Princes into a Federal scheme
hazardous. Thus something like an impasse was created.
But that was not all. The insistence with which the
Princes laid emphasis on the sacred preserve of their para-
mountcy indicated that they felt nervous about the entry
into Federation, although His Highness the Maharaja of
Patiala declared in the Round Table Conference that the
Princes would be willing to make sacrifices of sovereignty.
In the intervening period between the first and second
Round Table, some of the Princes suggested confederation
as a preliminary stage towards the ultimate Federation—
the view which is, as the reader may note, implicit in the
recommendations of the Indian Statutory Commission. The
Prime Minister of the State of Bikaner observed that:
" The federation likely to be accepted by Indian Princes
would tend more towards a confederation for specifically
defined subjects of joint interest than towards unity or
union/' A similar trend of thought could be traced in other
utterances of some of the Princes and their responsible
officials.
The prominent Indian Liberals were, on the other hand,
uneasy over two main factors, namely (i) the number and
the nature of the safeguards stipulated by the Imperial
Government in their statement after the Round Table
Conference ; (2) the absence of the Congress from the next
Conference, where strenuous efforts would have to be made
to modify the rigidity of limitations imposed on the proposed
constitution.
CL PREPARATION  FOR THE  SECOND  ROUND TABLE
CONFERENCE
Then came the next phase—a preparation for the second
Round Table Conference. We now turn to events in India,
where an exciting drama in connection with this preparation
was being enacted.

